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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS
GIS Advisory Committee Meeting

Thursday, April 14, 2016 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Department of Public Works, Alhambra Conference Room D

Attending:

Angie Saldivar, Alfie Blanch, Htoo Myat, Hugo Aguilar, Jonathan Gin, Kyung In Huh, Michael Maung, Naomi Cheung, Sean Hughes, Steve Hennesse, Thierno Diallo, Mike Slavich, Warren Roberts, Sean Christian, Farrah Nakatani, My Hoang 
  Call To Order 12:06 pm
Welcome/Introductions:
The meeting was called to order.  There were introductions around the room.
Minutes from Last Years Meeting:
The minutes from the last years meeting was reviewed resulting in the following motions:
Sean Hughes moved to accept the 2017 minutes as written.  Steven Hennesse 2nd the motion.  A vote was taken and it was unanimous.
Update of Program:
Warren gave an update on enrollment trends and the summer and fall offerings.  He stated that he has added a programing python course to the curriculum that will be offered in the fall semester.  He also explained that the bulk of his students are night and weekend students as most of them have day time jobs.  He also stated that he has built a day time cohort that seems to be working well.  He also believes that hybrid courses seem to work well and the student only shows up for one day a week.

Warren told the group that he visits industry, four year institutions and high schools to market his program and gain knowledge regarding the industry and what other schools are looking for.  He is very active on social media and attends conferences to make sure Rio Hondo is out there.
Claudia announced that in spring 2016 we had 11 completers, fall 2017 there were 9, Spring 2017 there were 14 and this spring we will have 32.  She talked about our summer academy and how there will be a GIS session this year which will be exciting.

In review of the certificate it was recommended that GIS 280 be added as an option along with the ENGT courses as another avenue.  Thierno Diallo stressed the importance of knowing databases.  Sean Christian doesn’t believe a whole database course is necessary but maybe adding it to already existing curriculum.  Warren will explore a relational database course.  Sean Christian moved to add GIS 280 to the certificate as an option. Steve Hennesse 2nd the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
In the review of the courses listed for the degree Mike Slavich asked why GIS 290 is a mandatory course.  He believes is should be removed or else we will have to have a place for the student to do an internship or else they can’t graduate.  He also questioned CIV 140 as one of the specialty areas. One of the members questioned the need for CIT 109, Microsoft Access course.  She never uses this program and always uses Excel or SQL (?).  Claudia mentioned that a lot of general education courses cover some areas so they don’t necessarily need to be a part of the core which will cut down the amount of classes a student will have to take.
As Warren Roberts prepares for next year’s request for Perkins funding he would like to ask for funds to cover the cost of attending conferences (Esri/CalGIS/GeoDesign).  There was also a discussion regarding Aero Point which Sean Christian has be using on the job for a while now for collecting data.  He stated that it cost $6,000 for 10 data gathering plates and $600 per year for the service.  Mike Slavich stated that it was possible to purchase the initial product but the yearly service would have to come out of district funds.  Warren also requested funds for a Spectometer for determining signatures for remote sensing ($3,500).  He would also like to acquire a FieldScout pH 400 Meter for field interpolation lessons ($1,200).  All requests for student travel and registration for conferences were deferred to ASO funds.  Sean Christian moved that Perkins funds be used for the topics discussed where possible.  Steven Henesse 2nd the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm
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